
MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  HELD  IN  KILLIAN  HOUSE  FAMILY  CENTRE,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY   29th  SEPTEMBER  2020  AT  2.00  P.M.  

Present:


Councillor D. Mitchell, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune, L Scott & G. Walsh  
Also Present:

Mr. M. Nicholson, District Manager
Mr. R. O’Hanlon, District Engineer

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District
Ms. O. Greene, Greystones Municipal District

Apologies from:

Councillor J. Neary

Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District
1. Confirmation of Minutes
(a)
It was proposed by Councillor T. Fortune, seconded by Councillor G. Walsh and agreed that the minutes of the annual meeting held on 30th June 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

(b)
It was proposed by Councillor D. Mitchell, seconded by Councillor L. Scott and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 30th June 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

(c)
It was proposed by Councillor M. Crean, seconded by Councillor T. Fortune and agreed that the minutes of the special meeting held on 18th September 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

2. Presentation on Public Realm Plan for Greystones
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Grainne McLoughlin, Chairperson of Greystones 2020 and Mr. James Hennessey, Paul Hogarth Company to the meeting.
Ms. McLoughlin informed the members that the Public Realm Plan had been commissioned by Greystones 2020 having been granted Leader funding for same.  She stated that there was widespread public consultation and that Greystones 2020 were delighted to have the Public Realm Plan now as a blueprint for future development in the town.
Mr. J. Hennessey went through the plan and gave a brief outline of the various objectives and he answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Members welcomed the plan and both the District Manager and the District Engineer stated that all options for funding for implementing the proposals in the plan would be looked at as they arose.

3. Update on Greystones Harbour Development 

Ms. K. Coughlan informed the members that there was no update since the recent walk-about at the harbour development with members except to say that the Council was working on drawing up a lease for the Fishermen’s huts.

Following discussion members asked for a date for the opening of the public park and details of who will be responsible for its maintenance.  They also enquired if a top-soiled mown path would be provided along by the wildflower section of the park up to the stone bench. They sought clarification on whether or not Glenveagh were pulling out of the development and information on the chicanes installed in Marina Village.
The Cathaoirleach informed the members that he met recently with the developers for the proposed Codling Wind Farm off the east coast of Ireland.  He pointed out that there was a huge community gain involved in that development and he was anxious that the Greystones Municipal District benefitted from some of that community gain as well as job opportunities.  He stated that the Developer would make a presentation to Wicklow County Council in the coming weeks and he stressed the need for local Councillors to push for that at the County Council meeting.

The District Manager stated that the Public Realm Plan for Greystones would be very relevant to this proposal and that the developer would be made aware of that.  He stated that the Council would be pushing for any available benefits from this proposed development.

4. Report from Greystones Municipal District Engineer

A report on works in the district had been circulated to the members in advance and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

In response to queries from the members in relation to the removal of parking spaces from Church Road in Greystones the District Engineer stated that the Council received NTA funding for these temporary Covid works.  He pointed out that the removal of parking on Church Road was also an objective of the Public Realm Plan for Greystones which had lengthy public consultation.  He stated that all businesses along the street were informed by hand delivered letters about the proposed works and invited to make a submission on the proposals, but that no submissions had been received.  He gave details of the works involved and pointed out that disabled parking bays would be provided outside McCawley’s and Boots chemists.  He stated that loading bays would be extended and that the Traffic Wardens would monitor these to ensure that there was no illegal parking there.
The District Manager pointed out that while the removal of parking spaces on Church Road was temporary for as long as the Covid restrictions were in place, if it proved to be successful, it might be decided to keep the measures in place which would require a Part 8 process.

The District Engineer had also circulated proposals for works at Windgates, Blacklion Manor and Delgany Wood and he went through these and gave details of the works involved.  He answered any questions from the members in relation to same.  He pointed out that the proposed works in Killincarrig village would not take place until 2021 at the earliest.

Following discussion it was agreed to refer the following to Wicklow County Council:

1. Bike park at permanent tsb – redesign or relocation / replacement with disabled parking space

2. Greenway from Three Trout to Delgany - identification of route for this greenway and inclusion of conditions in future planning applications / developments

5. Arrangements for 2020 Christmas Lights event and 2021 St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Members had been circulated with preliminary proposals from Greystones 2020 for the Christmas Lights event this year which would take place on-line due to Covid 19 restrictions.  They were reminded not to publish any of the details at this stage as they had not been finalised.  
Ms. K. Coughlan confirmed that there was no religious aspect included in the proposals for this year and she sought approval from the members for a contribution of €5,000 towards the event from the GMD budget.

Following discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to Greystones 2020 to request them to consider including a religious aspect in the Christmas Lights event.  It was further agreed that the sum of €5,000 be paid to Greystones 2020 from the Discretionary Budget towards the cost of the lights.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2021

The Cathaoirleach stated that for the past number of years a lot of the work involved in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade was carried out by the administrative staff and members of Greystones Municipal District.  He stated that this was getting increasingly harder now and was not really feasible going forward.  He suggested that if the parade was to proceed in 2021, the local businesses or a community group needed to take over the organising of the parade as happened in most other towns.
Ms. K.  Coughlan reminded the members that neither she nor the District Administrator would be available to work on St. Patrick’s Day in 2021.

It was agreed to put this matter on the agenda again for the October meeting so that the members could consider options in the interim.

6. To receive update on Delgany to Blacklion cycle path and road

Ms. K. Coughlan advised the members of the contents of a report from Wicklow County Council which outlined the current position in relation to the Delgany to Blacklion cycle path and road.  It was agreed to circulate a copy of the report to the members.
7. To receive update on provision of EV charging points in Greystones Municipal District

Ms. K. Coughlan advised the members of the contents of a report from Wicklow County Council which outlined the current position in relation to the provision of EV charging points in the district.

Following discussion it was agreed that the Council be asked to provide EV charging points in Kilcoole as well as in Greystones.

8. To amend paragraphs 5 and 6 of Standing Orders: Hour of meeting and Place of meeting and address of principal office:   “To allow for the Cathaoirleach, in consultation with the Meetings Administrator, to determine the hour and the place of meetings as a result of the Covid 19 crisis and physical distancing requirements, for a period of 6 months up to 31st March 2021”

It was agreed to amend Paragraphs 5 and 6 of the GMD Standing Orders to allow for the Cathaoirleach, in consultation with the Meetings Administrator, to determine the hour and the place of meetings as a result of the Covid 19 crisis and physical distancing requirements, for a period of 6 months up to 31st March 2021.

Ms. K. Coughlan advised that it was not always possible to schedule meetings in the evening time when holding them in outside venues, although some members had requested this.

9. To receive progress report on the Three Trout Greenway to Delgany
Ms. K. Coughlan advised the members of the contents of a report from Wicklow County Council which stated that this Greenway was dependent on development of private lands.

The District Engineer outlined details for proposals that he confirmed were dependent on development of private lands.

The members were anxious that the route for this Greenway be identified and progressed when possible in any future developments.

10. Notices of Motion:

(a) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:
‘The Council should take measures to reduce the speed of cars on Delgany Wood Avenue and try to improve sightlines for some exits onto it’.

This matter had already been dealt with under item 4.

11.     Correspondence

1. Ms. K. Coughlan advised the members that the nomination of Councillor M. Crean as the GMD representative on the Wicklow County Council Access and Inclusion Committee needed to be ratified and this was agreed.

2. Ms. K. Coughlan advised the members that an opportunity had arisen to have the public toilets at the harbour renovated.  She advised that the cost of the renovation works was in the region of €16,000 and she sought the approval of the members to have this sum paid out of the Greystones Municipal District public realm budget for 2020 with the balance of that fund in the sum of €221,000 to be capitalized for the Killincarrig Village works in 2021.

Ms. Coughlan also advised that the estimated cost of maintenance, janitorial supplies and staffing of the toilets until the end of 2020 was €14,825 and she suggested that these costs could be covered from the Greystones Municipal District discretionary budget to enable the toilets to be opened up as soon as possible.  She pointed out that funding for the ongoing maintenance and staffing of the toilets could be sought in the Wicklow County Council budget for 2021.

Members spoke about a proposal from a local businessman that had been put to them for the provision and operation of toilet facilities and they suggested that this proposal be considered.

The District Manager pointed out that no proposals had been made to the Council but that all options could be considered.  He stated that procurement procedures would have to be adhered to.
Following discussion it was agreed that the €16,000 for the renovation of the harbour toilets be paid from the GMD public realm budget for 2020.  It was further agreed that the balance of the public realm budget for 2020 in the sum of €221,000 be capitalized for the Killincarrig Village works to be carried out in 2021.  Finally, it was agreed that the staffing, maintenance and janitorial costs for the operation of the toilets up to 31st December 2020 in the sum of circa €14,825 be paid out of the GMD discretionary budget for 2020.

3. Ms. K. Coughlan spoke about recent communications issues raised by the members.  She asked if the members wanted local media outlets to be informed of various matters of interest at the same time as the members were informed.
Following discussion on this matter it was agreed to put this item on the agenda again for the October meeting to allow for further consideration.

4. The District Manager informed the members of the details of a recent meeting between himself, the District Administrator and representatives from Cairn Homes.

Following discussion it was agreed to circulate a report on the meeting to the members and to discuss same again at the October meeting.

12. Any Other Business

1. The Cathaoirleach stated that the proposed planning application for St. Catherine’s School development in Kilcoole would require a contravention of the Local Area Plan and he stated that it might be necessary to hold a special meeting before the end of October to get this worthwhile development progressed as soon as possible.
2. Members enquired if it was possible to provide temporary parking facilities for teachers in St. David’s school during the renovation works at the school.
THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:____________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH

CERTIFIED:__________________________________________        





      DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATOR





DATED  THIS______ DAY  OF ______________________2020.
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